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October 25, 2005

Dear Parents,


As our Nation deals with increasing threats to our safety, we in the schools continue to refine our Emergency Response Plan to be sure that your child and our staff are as safe as possible while they are in school.  Our formal building security plan has been in place since 1999.  Developed in cooperation with federal and state guidelines, it is updated annually as new security issues arise.


We believe that school is among the safest places students can be in an emergency.  Schools are constructed to high safety specifications and are designated as “emergency shelters” in times of community need or danger.


Throughout each school year, we will conduct a variety of emergency response drills to prepare our students in the case of a real emergency.  We will continue to do the mandated fire drills.  In addition to those, we will practice evacuations and lock downs.  Whenever we have a lock down, we will let the students know it is a drill.  We will also send a letter home to inform families that a practice lock down drill was held.  Hopefully, we can help keep our schools safe in a positive, non-threatening manner.


During an “emergency response” procedure a building or TCU would be secured and no one would be allowed to enter or leave until an all-clear signal had been given.  While we act to protect students and staff, we believe that parents should protect themselves by remaining sheltered in their homes or places of work.


As in any emergency situation, we will make every effort to communicate the status of a school site to you and the community through local TV and radio stations and on our Web site, www.millville.org, (click “the emergency response status” button). 


By working with local, state and national agencies, we continue to take proactive measures to assure school safety.  Any revisions or updates to school safety procedures will be communicated to you as they happen.


We ask you to be patient in the case of any emergency and wait until health and public safety officials have declared an end to the emergency and a dismissal procedure can be implemented.  Members of our staff are working closely with your principal to ensure our emergency procedures are carried out effectively for the safety of your child.









Sincerely,









Shelly Schneider, Ed.D.
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