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Maurice River Trail

Joe Buck Park Riverfront Walk

Bridge

Pedestrian access  
from Millville Library

Gazebo
To learn more about Millville’s Parks visit:  
http://www.millvillenj.gov/129/Parks

Wood Mansion Museum  
c 1814 

Millville Historic Society

Millville  
Historic Society

The Maurice River Bicycle & Walking Trail 

Features and Activities

Fish LadderUnion Lake Dam
The Maurice River is also important for anadromous fish,  
which spawn in freshwater but live in saltwater. In the presence 
of a dam, fish ladders make the passage between fresh and 
saltwater possible. These structures are similar to stairs. Each 
stair consists of a resting pool separated by a wall, which the 
fish must jump over to reach the top or bottom of the ladder

Alewife and blue-back herring are two declining anadromous 
species that make use of the Union Lake fish ladder, located 
north of Sharp Street.

Please do not feed wildlife. Foods other than their natural diet cause illness 
and deformities, and develop unsafe dependencies on people. Feeding 
attracts larger numbers causing an unsanitary and unhealthy environment.

Amcor Rigid Plastics, a leader in responsible global 
packaging solutions, with a location along the Maurice River 
Bicycle and Walking Trail, is dedicated to supporting clean 
communities efforts and recycling initiatives. Many thanks 
to them for assisting with sponsorship of this project. 

Safety Tips from Millville Police
n	 Obey park hours: dawn to dusk.

n	 Report any suspicious activity to police.

n	 Use a buddy system.

n	 Motorized vehicles are prohibited.

n	 Do not pick up illegal items: call police.

n	 Emergency: 911

n	 Millville City Police: (856) 825-7010

Poison ivy is 
beneficial to 
birds but for 
people, skin 
contact usually 
results in an 
itchy rash.

Year-round 
Canada geese 
impact water 

quality and 
crowd out 

other wildlife.
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Be Aware...

Photo courtesy of J. Lore

Birdwatching — Enjoy birding 
in the park and along the Maurice 
River Trail (throughout park).

Fishing — The Maurice River is 
great for catching striped bass, 
catfish, and perch. Designated fishing 
spots are located on the floating dock 
in Sharp Street Park and on the pier 
along Waterfront Park.

Union Lake at Carmel Road offers 
launching facilities for car-top and 
small motorboats (10 hp. maximum).

Fowser Road provides launching for 
car-tops and larger motorboats.

Walking, Jogging  
and Bicycling — 
The Maurice River Bicycle and  
Walking Trail provides ~1.5 miles  
of trail through diverse habitats for 
exploration. The trail is open from 
dawn until dusk for your enjoyment 
(throughout park).

Kayaking or Canoeing —  
Two car-top launches are available in 
Waltman Park.

Picnicking — Picnic areas are 
located near the Sharp Street Park ball 
fields and in Waltman Park.

Recreational Facilities —  
Two playgrounds and two basketball 
courts are located in Waltman Park. 
There are also two baseball fields and 
a playground at the western end of 
the Maurice River Trail.

Recreational Activities

Historic Landmarks
The Maurice River Bicycle and Walking Trail is not only  
a spectacular viewing site for a variety of songbirds, 
wading birds, ducks, woodpeckers, and predatory birds, 
it is also a great sightseeing walk for viewing remnants 
of Millville’s earliest industrial history. Both the glass 
and other manufacturing plants were notorious for 
their “company store” and child labor practices.

Upper Whitall Tatum Glass Works was 
situated at the current site of the Millville American 
Legion and Millville Public Library. It was once a 
world-renowned glassmaking 
company. One of Whitall 
Tatum’s employees, Ralph 
Barber, was named by the 
American Institute of Glass  
“the greatest glassblower  
in the United States” for his  
skilled crafting of Millville Rose paperweights and looped 
pitchers. Whitall Tatum & Co. high-quality products were 
shipped worldwide. The company specialized in 
pharmaceutical products and glass insulators for electric 
and communication lines across the country.

Child labor still existed in the early 20th century. (Gangway Bridge)

Millville Manufacturing cotton mill and schooner circa 1907

Insulators were produced  
1922-1938

Trolley trestle and footbridges over Tumbling Dam circa 1910

Union Lake raceway, dam, and spillway  
Their evolution was based on industrial needs.

The Union Lake dam creates a 900-acre man-made lake 
surrounded by a 5000-acre wildlife management area.

1776: The original Union Lake  
dam and spillway 

The original Union Mill raceway/dam/spillway  
dates back to Millville’s founding in the late 1700s, 
a time when rivers were used for transporting 
goods such as logs. 

   Small replica of former spillway

1869: Union Lake Millville Manufacturing 
“Tumbling Dam”

A miniature replica of a small section is viewable 
next to the ballpark at the western end of the trail. 

Union Lake Dam

1989:	Union Lake dam and spillway
In 1981 the lake and much of the Wood family 
properties were sold to the State of NJ for the 
establishment of a Wildlife Management Area.  
In 1987 the age and stability of the existing dam 
came into question, such that the State approved 
the construction of a new spillway and earthen  
dam. By 1989 the current structure was completed.

Natural Areas
Along the Trail are freshwater tidal marsh, upland  
forest, hardwood swamp, and the Wild & Scenic Maurice 
River. Stroll through sixty acres of varying habitats  
and enjoy a surprising variety of plant and animal life 
considering its proximity to urban development.

Millville Manufacturing was a large textile 
factory established in 1854 by Richard D. Wood.  
This industrial complex contained a bleachery, dye house, 
cotton mills, offices, iron foundries, and other mills, even 
before electricity! Currently, the packaging company 
Amcor occupies a portion of the site. 

Current Amcor Property

Former site of Millville Manufacturing

Former Millville Manufacturing 
powerhouse circa 1890

Millville Manufacturing’s  
former electric powerhouse
By 1890, the City of Millville began using direct 
current (DC) electricity, shortly after Thomas  
Edison started demonstrating its uses across  
the United States. 

 Site of former Gangway Bridge (1940s)

Gangway Bridge
During the late 19th and early 20th century, 
workers used the bridge to cross the Maurice River 
from Mulford Avenue to the riverfront factories.

Former site of Upper Whitall Tatum Glass Works

Nabb Leslie American Legion Post 82

Tidal Waters

The river has plentiful aquatic life. If you look  
closely you may see otter, a variety of fish, frogs, and 
snapping and red-belly turtles. For a more complete  
list of mammals, reptiles and amphibians, stop by  
the Citizens United to Protect the Maurice River and 
Its Tributaries, Inc. (CU) office at 17 East Main Street  
in downtown Millville.

Upland Forest

The upland forest supports a stunning variety  
of trees including towering sweet gums, tulip poplars, 
river birch, catawba, sassafras and American holly, 
which gives Millville its nickname “The Holly City.” Scan 
the canopy to see numerous species of songbirds flying 
from tree to tree. Five of New Jersey’s six woodpeckers 
are active in the park. For a more complete checklist  
of birds stop by the CU office.

Freshwater Tidal Marsh (Low Salinity)

Tidal marsh. From the bridges , some 
seasonal views of this wide expanse can be awe-inspiring. 
Here you can often see native plants including cattail, 
cardinal flower and many species of arrowhead, as well 
as a wide array of ducks, wading birds and raptors. 

Hardwood Swamp

Hardwood swamp. Ferns, small plants and 
flowering shrubs, including sweet pepperbush, line the 
path. During the spring months, listen for various frog 
and bird songs.

For greater detail and to learn more about  
the historic uses of the river, visit  

www.cumauriceriver.org River Recollections Project

Whitall Tatum Co.’s upper works, from Main Street Bridge looking 
north circa 1906 (site of Waltman Park on left)

Joe Buck  
Park

Waltman 
Park

Fish Ladder

Wood Mansion Museum c 1814, 
Millville Historic Society

League Baseball Fields

Riverview 
Park

CU  
Maurice RIver 

Office

The former Millville Manufacturing 

powerhouse is visible from the trail.
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